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October 2015

A Message From The Pastor
Dear Friends,
Greetings:
If you are visiting us for the first time we hope that you will be enriched by our Service as much as your presence enriches us. Please join us for coffee and refreshments after Service.  We would also asked that you fill out a visitor's form located in the reception room.
From The Pastor’s Desk:
I invite you to light a candle, sing or pray for us and our ministry. When events happen in our communities, like the Pope’s visit or the Roseburg shooting, the rhetoric that accompanies these events stirs up the pain in our wounded LGBTQ community.  
The shooting in Roseburg this past week is a sad and tragic event and our hearts and prayers go out to our colleagues, friends, students and fellow Oregonians. It is moment like these that make us realize just how fragile life is and that we cannot take it for granted.
State News:
One of the greatest opportunities is the privilege (and duty) to elect those who will preserve the liberties we enjoy for future generations.  I encourage you to register to vote in the upcoming elections. If you have moved or changed your name in Oregon you must submit a new voter registration form.  This year’s General Election is November 3, 2015. Read up on all the measures and positions being voted on to make good choices.
What’s Happening Around SSOL:
34 Days of Peace in Salem Area. The events started September 21st and ends on United Nations Day Celebration Saturday October 24th with a potluck dinner, followed by music and a short talk regarding the UN.  Location Fellowship Hall, Unitarian Universalist Congregation 5090 Center St NE (at Cordon Rd). 5:00P – 9:00PM. 
Tuesday October 13th HIV Alliance Meets at SSOL 4:00PM

Friday October 16th Pot Luck and Movie All Are Welcome - 6:30PM -- 
THE OFFICIAL COMMITTEE ON TITHING
The lord promises if we pay Him a tithing (10%), He will open the windows of heaven and give us blessings beyond our ability to receive them.
Before modern industrialization, many paid tithing as a tenth of the crops of their field. The book, “Tongan Jaints: Legacy of Faith,” recounts a Tongan bishop’s memory of his grandfather:

· “Grandpa Vanisi”s spirituality inspired an awe in me as a child. I remember following him daily to his plantation. He would always point out to me the very best of his taro, bananas, or yams and say: ‘These will be for our tithing.’ His greatest care was given to these ‘chosen’ ones. During the harvest, I was often the one assigned to take our load of tithing to the branch president. I remember sitting on the family horse. Grandfather would lift onto its back a sack of fine taro which I balanced in front of me. Then with a very serious look in his eyes, he said to me, “Jimi, be very careful because this is our tithing.’ From my grandfather I learned early in life that you give only your best to the Lord.”
A Loving Relationship

By Debbi Kupris

His outstretched arms

embraced me with love.

I felt a warm presence

for it was Him from above.

My troubles and fears,

they all went away.

The momento He touched me

I began to pray…

I said, “Jesus, thank You

for meeting me this way.”

He said, “You were praying

and in Mu Word today.”

He said, “There’s a purpose

for everything we do,

if we would love God

As He loves us too.

The more I was with Him

I could clearly see,

that He was my father

and His child I’d be.

Not only a Father,

but a teacher and friend,

whaever my burden

was His grace for all men.

As I drew closer

to my beautiful Lord,

I felt an intimacy that

I’d never known before.

For this I was searching

all of my years,

to soak in His love

and cry precious tears.

Then I understood

this gift I must share,

to show others God’s love

and how nothing compares.

The next day I embraced

a stranger with love,

to show him the warmth

I had received from above.

Readings and Gospel For October:
Oct. 4th:

Reading:  Book of Genesis 2:18-24

Responsorial Psalm: May the Lord bless us all the days of our lives.

Reading:  Letter to the Hebrews 2:9-11

Gospel:  Mark 10:2-16

Oct 11th:

Reading:  Book of Wisdom 7:7-11

Responsorial Psalm:  Fill us with your love, O Lord, and we will sing for joy!

Reading:  Letter to the Hebrews 4:12-13

Gospel:  Mark 10:17-30

Oct 18th:

Reading:  Book of the Prophet Isaiah 53:10-11

Responsorial Psalm:  Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you.

Reading:  Letter to the Hebrews 4:14-16

Gospel:  Mark 10:35-45

Oct 25th:

Reading:  Book of the Prophet Jeremiah 31:7-9

Responsorial Psalm:  The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.

Reading:  Letter to the Hebrews 5:1-6

Gospel:  Mark 10:46-52
Hospitality Schedule For October:
Oct4:



Oct 11:
Nelson


Oct 18:   Roni & Carolyn
Oct 25:


Keep in your prayers those not with us today because of illness or distance.
Be An Angel To Your Friends:
Carve out time to truly “be” with your friend. A long chat over coffee in the afternoon. A walk in the park. An evening at your house catching up over supper.

Create a handmade card and decorate the envelope with glitter. Sign it, “From someone who thinks your great!:

Be a good listener. Listen with an open mind and heart and a closed mouth.

Meditate on what it means to be a friend.
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